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Welcoming New Neighbors
Office of Refugee Services

Dickinson
Bismarck

Grand Forks

Fargo

Overview

• ND’s Immigration History

• Who is a Refugee?

• ND’s Unique Community-Based 

Refugee Resettlement Model

• What Next for ND Resettlement? 

• Refugee Economic Contributions

North Dakota’s History of Welcoming

Today 38,355 immigrants live in 
North Dakota

Comprising 5% of the population 
but 6.2% of the labor force

Since 2020, immigrants made up 
50% of ND employment growth

By 1920, 79% of all North Dakotans were 
immigrants or the children of immigrants.
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North Dakota Resettlement History

Refugee Resettlement 
begins in ND 

Lutheran Social Servies 
of North Dakota (LSSND)

1946

January 2021

LSSND Closure

State Advocacy for cont’d 
Resettlement

ND Office of Refugee 
Services 

Established by the 66th

Legislative Assembly  

July 2021 

Refugee Resettlement 
begins in ND 

Lutheran Social Servies of 
North Dakota (LSSND)

1946

ND Office of Refugee 
Services 

Established by the 67th

Legislative Assembly  
July 2021 

Who is a Refugee?
Refugees are people forced to flee their own country and seek safety in another country. They are unable to return to 
their own country because of feared persecution because of who they are, what they believe in or say, or because 
of violence.

There were 42.7 
million refugees 
globally in 2024

In 2024, 1.6 
million were able 
to return home

In 2023, UNHCR assisted 
96,311 refugees to 

resettle in 24 countries

The Legal Process for Refugee Resettlement 

Overseas Vetting 

8 Government Agencies

6 Background checks

3 in-person interviews

U.S. Placement

10 Resettlement Agencies

Initial 90 days in the U.S.

Cultural Orientation

Long-term Success

Employment Assistance

English Language Learning

Community Integration 
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Bismarck
Top Industry: Health Care

Population: 75K
 4% immigrant

Dickinson
Top Industry: Oil and Gas

Population: 25K
 4% immigrant

Grand Forks
Top Industry: Education

Population: 60K
 6% immigrant

Fargo
Top Industry: Manufacturing

Population: 133K
 8% immigrant

Community-Based Refugee Services Model

Office of Refugee 
Services

Community Integration Facilitator 
- Foster citywide solutions

Welcoming Organizations 
- Community Connections

Job Service
- Career Navigation

Adult Learning Center
- English Classes

Preparing for Long-Term Success: 
Community Integration 

How do we help newcomers to stay in our communities and achieve their best?

1) Reduce Barriers to Economic Wellbeing

2) Promote Community Awareness

3) Increase Engagement in Community Life
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 636 Employable Adults

 Average time to employment: 90 days

 Average wage: $18.53

New American Employment Program
North Dakota Job Service Centers

Refugees have permission to work and stay

Refugee Arrival Trends 2022-2025

2025 NORTH DAKOTA 
REFUGEE ARRIVALS 
BY WORLD REGION
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1) To admit only those refugees who 
can fully and appropriately assimilate 
into the United States and to ensure 
that the United States preserves 
taxpayer resources for its citizens.

2) To the extent permitted by law and 
as practicable, State and local 
jurisdictions be granted a role in the 
process of determining the placement 
or resettlement in their jurisdictions.

1) The US will not provide aid or 
assistance to South Africa because of 
that government's "unjust racial 
discrimination" against Afrikaners 
(including seizing property).

2) Provides direction to the Secretaries 
of State and Homeland Security to 
consider Afrikaners who are victims of 
discrimination for resettlement 
through USRAP.

Where will arrivals originate from in 2026?
Priority Population 
Afrikaners

Primary Languages: Afrikaans and English

Digitally Literate

Trade Degrees Common

Experience or Witness to Extreme Violence

Where will arrivals originate from in 2026?
Lautenberg Amendment 
Ukraine

Primary Languages: Ukrainian and Russian

Digitally Literate

Education: Compulsory – Grade 12

War, Civilian Casualties, Damaged 
Infrastructure
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Where will arrivals originate from in 2026?
Special Immigrant Visa holders 
Afghanistan

Primary Languages: Pashto and Dari

Family is the base institution

Education and training vary widely

Plagued by 40 years of conflict

Coordinates access to services 
that support the effective 

resettlement and integration of 
refugee populations in the state.

Evaluate refugee claims and 
make eligibility determinations.     

Eligibility is determined at 
federal level. 

Big Picture - The Economics of Welcoming

2005 – 2019

Refugee tax 
contributions after the 

cost of initial
government services

2022

Refugee spending 
power 

2022 

Business income 
from 190,000 U.S. 

Refugee 
entrepreneurs

Refugees: 78.2%

U.S. Born 61.9% 

Tax 
Revenue

Consumer Spending Entrepreneurship

Working Age 

$124 Billion $82 Billion $6.7 Billion
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“To the Immigrant, the word 
America belongs to the same 
class of words as heaven, 
mother, love, and hope. It stands 
for the fulfillment of dreams, for 
equality, liberty, and opportunity.”

- Nils Nilson Rønning
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