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Thank you to our generous Platinum sponsor, Eide Bailly! 

Congratulations Strasburg Care Center! 

 

North Dakota Nursing Facility Recognized As 2024 Recipient Of Silver Achievement In Quality Award
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(11/6, Staebner) reports the Strasburg Care Center "was recently recognized as a 2024 recipient of the Silver Achievement in Quality Award by the American 

Health Care Association and National Center for Assisted Living." The center "is one of just five nursing facilities in the state of North Dakota and 98 nursing facilities across the U.S. to 

receive the Silver Award." Facility Administrator Robert Sheckler said, "This recognition of the outstanding care we provide our residents at Strasburg Care Center i

our staff as they live out our mission of Service, Caring & Commitment to our residents daily." 

 

Submitting your Intent to Apply for the 2025 Quality Award Program offers more than just a discounted application fee and timely reminders throughout the application process

the door to exclusive educational resources and opportunities.  

Use QAPI Principles to Boost Your Assisted Living Community Performance   
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minute online course titled Quality Assurance Performance Improvement 101 for Assisted Living that walks through the principles of creating a systematic, 

driven approach to quality improvement. 

Quality Health Associates of North Dakota Update   

You may be aware that Quality Health Associates of North Dakota (QHA) has contracted with Great Plains QIN for the last several years to complete CMS QIO program quality 

That contract will be ending on November 7, 2024. Even though the contract with Great Plains QIN is closing, QHA will continue ongoing work with partners across 

existing quality improvement projects.  

you to do the following in the next week:  

Update/save contact information - 

csorenson@qualityhealthnd.org; lthorp@qualityhealthnd.org; hwilson@qualityhealthnd.org; jlauckner@qualityhealthnd.org; lthorp@qualityhealthnd.org

Download any pertinent tools/resources - the Great Plains QIN website will be sunsetting.   

QHA is patiently awaiting the completion of the procurement phase of the CMS contract award process. We will share information as we are able regarding the next statement of work for 

NDLTCA Education Page 
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Visit our Education Page on our website to see more opportunities for you and your teams: https://ndltca.org/education/ 

Basic Care Case Manager Territories Updated 

-elect Kelly Armstrong’s new administration? 

November 07, 2024 

elect Kelly Armstrong released a list of those slated to work in his office Wednesday, Nov. 6. 

Term Care Stakeholders Weigh Policy Changes Under New Administration  
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With the recent election results, many long-term care stakeholders are optimistic about potential policy shifts. We are hopeful that the new administration’s anti

roll back the stringent staffing mandates introduced under the Biden administration, which are scheduled to take effect in 2026. This is our chance to advocate for more flexible regulations 

that better align with the realities of care delivery. NDLTCA will continue to share updates as they become available. 

(11/6, Marselas) 

(11/6, Bonvissuto) 

(11/6, Montgomery) 

 

Thank You for Your Incredible Support  

As we reflect on the recent election results, we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your tireless efforts in the campaign against Measure 4. Your dedication, advocacy 

and hard work were crucial in securing this outcome. 

our commitment, we were able to educate our communities, engage in meaningful conversations, and ultimately protect our shared values.  

While voters chose not to eliminate property taxes, it’s now essential for our legislators to focus on meaningful solutions to reduce the burden on property owners. We look forward to 

seeing new legislative efforts aimed at providing much-needed property tax relief in the upcoming session. 
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Click on the image to watch the video.  

sheds light on A LESSER-KNOWN 

ASPECT OF PARKINSON'S 

is a disease awareness campaign that aims to break the stigma surrounding PD-related hallucinations and delusions and foster open dialogue among people living 

with Parkinson’s and their loved ones before symptoms start or at the first sign so they may speak up to their doctor.  As part of this campaign, Acadia is partnering with world

actor, entrepreneur and PD advocate Ryan Reynolds and his mother Tammy Reynolds, to raise awareness about hallucinations and delusions related to PD and drive convers



8

Around 50% of people living with Parkinson’s disease (PD) may experience hallucinations and/or delusions during the course of their disease. This is not talked about enough.

90% of people living with PD do not speak to their doctors about the hallucinations and delusions they may be experiencing. 

Stigma often prevents families and people with PD from speaking to their doctors. 

It is critical that people living with PD and their loved ones speak with their doctor before symptoms start or at the first sign so they may speak up to their doctor.

share both the motor and non-motor symptoms, including the things that you or your loved one is seeing, hearing, and thinking 

option for the hallucinations and delusions related to PD. Here is a discussion guide to help navigate your conversation: https://moretoparkinsons.com/pdf/PD

Remember, only your doctor can determine if a treatment option is right for you. 

, to find information and resources and hear Ryan’s story and those of other real people with Parkinson’s. 

 

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor, Acadia, for sharing this important information.  

Centered Dementia Care Training 

The North Dakota Dementia Care Services Program is offering a series of educational trainings to help individuals better understand how to implement person

of dementia care as well as learn appropriate dementia care techniques in line with nationally recognized Alzheimer’s Association Dementia Care Practice Recommendations in 5 key topic 

Centered Care  
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2. Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia  

 

Related Behaviors and Communication  

5. Support of Activities of Daily Living (ADLs)  

This program is FREE and 3 CEUs are available  

Centered Dementia Care: Recommendations for Professionals Monday, November 18th | 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (CST)  

Friendly ECHO 

“Initiating the Conversation on Fall  

Prevention, it’s up to ALL of us!” 

TODAY! November 12, 2024 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm CST 

Presented by Amanda Wilson, PT, DPT, NCS 

AHCA/NCAL Updates 
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Are You Tracking the Four New SNF VBP Measures That Began October 1? 

Four additional CMS skilled nursing facility value-based purchasing (SNF VBP) measures took effect October 1, 2024 that determine Medicare Part A rates beginning October 1, 2026. 

These measures are in addition to the four measures already in place that impact rates starting on October 1, 2025. 

Learn more about LTC Data Cooperative 

If you're not yet participating in AHCA/NCAL’s LTC Data Cooperative, consider joining. This initiative integrates data from major long-term care EMR vendors to improve resident 

outcomes, support public health, and provide insights to providers. 

Access to research that evaluates treatments and practices, with studies approved by a provider-led committee. 

Data analysis to inform policy discussions, overseen by an Advisory Committee. 

specific reports on metrics like hospitalizations, with benchmarks against peers. 

It’s free to participate. Currently, PointClickCare and MatrixCare can share data on your behalf. 

Over 3,000 facilities are already participating. 

brochure, FAQs, and the Participation Agreement to get started. 

For questions, contact Dr. David Gifford or Stephanie Kissam, or email the team at ltcdatacooperative@ahca.org. More info at ltcdatacooperative.org
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CMS Issues Final Rule Impacting Nursing Home NHSN Reporting Starting January 1, 2025 

Calendar Year 2025 Home Health Prospective Payment System Rate Update, which includes significant changes to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) reporting requirements for nursing homes.  

This rule is scheduled to be published on November 7, 2024, and can be found here. Please feel free to send questions to regulatory@ahca.org.  

Important Information to Assist with Accurate Weekly NHSN Reporting 

Medicare Part B Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) Finalized 

CMS also finalized this rule recently, which will become effective on January 1. By factors specified in law, average payment rates under the PFS will be reduced by 2.93% in CY 2025. 

AHCA/NCAL supports legislation to reverse these finalized rate cuts. Read more from CMS’ fact sheet and the advanced notice of the final rule. AHCA/NCAL will provide a more detailed 

including positive changes we supported—and how it impacts members soon. Read More. 

Provider Enrollment Visits (All Providers and Suppliers) and Specific Disclosure Requirements 
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There has been an update to the Quality and Safety Special Alerts page. Please distribute to staff as appropriate. 

Clarification of CMS’ Provider Enrollment Visits (all providers and suppliers) and Specific Disclosure Requirements for SNFs and NFs     

For questions or concerns relating to this memorandum, please contact your MAC.    

https://www.cms.gov/medicare/health-safety-standards/quality-safety-oversight-general-information/quality-and-safety/clarification-cms-provider-enrollment

How to Turn Staff Into Recruiters: Careers in Caring Champions  

Demand for compassionate and skilled caregivers continues to grow, and transforming long term care staff into Careers in Caring Champions offers a powerful solution.
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Awesome job Benedictine Living! 

term care provider has turned on an overseas golden spigot to fill its nursing ranks  

McKnights (11/5, Johnson ) reports an international talent pipeline has helped one Minnesota-based operator bring more than 130 nurses to the US — and the effort is only expanding.

continent talent channel has been a savior in helping Kathleen Murray, director of workforce solutions at Benedictine Living, find the talent she needs.

Post a Job on Our Website 

North Dakota Long Term Care Association | Career Opportunities (ndltca.org) 

If you would like to post a job opening for your facility, please contact Stacy Irey at 701.222.0660 or email stacy@ndltca.org 

 

 

 
 


